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Respiratory virus statistics: March 2023

Respiratory syncytial virus and influenza A and B

Following the start of the 2023 respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) season in week 6 (week ending 11 February), detection rates
continued to increase during March, predominantly in the <5 year age group. RSV percentage positivity in week 13 reached 67% in
those aged <6 months, 53.6% in 6-12 month olds and 41.6% in 1-5 year olds.

Influenza A percentage positivity began to increase during March, mostly due to increases in Gauteng and the Eastern Cape, while
detection rates in the Western Cape remained below 3%. As of week 12, detection rates in the national surveillance programmes
remain below the threshold to indicate the start of the influenza season (NICD Weekly respiratory pathogens report,

Week 12 of 2023).

Influenza B detection rates remained below 1% across all provinces.
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Other respiratory viruses

Detection rates remained relatively stable for the other respiratory viruses. The increasing percentage positivity noted for human
rhino/enteroviruses and SARS-CoV-2 during January and February 2023 did not continue into March.
Decreasing positivity rates for coronavirus NL63 were noted, dropping to below 2% during the reporting period.

Percentage positivity March 2023

B Week 10
IIII m Week 11
B Week 12

»

60,0%

50,0%

40,0%

30,0%

20,0%

10,0% I

i I" Il mes. wmen NEER
> N2 > >

. N . 5
6‘\‘ t"‘\\ \9‘\ 6“5 '\?} o“\‘ (.,6\ s
& [ 3 & & &
v-b @ o {\2- &‘9 & ;_,V&
Nl o & o"\
o g ¢ s
\)"z o (‘G!
& & &
& * o
&L &
& &

April 2023 clients@pathcare.co.za www.pathcare.co.za



